BKYP Public Meeting minutes

	Chair opened 2nd Public Meeting of new parliament and went through the house rules.

	Bradford South MYPs invited to report on their activity since the Bradford South Conference on 12th April 2007

	Piers Telemacque:

· Concerns raised at Conference: police moving young people on, young people with nothing to do, vandalism, drug dealers on streets, young people not feeling safe, crime and joyriding. 

· Priorities voted on by young people: Activities for young people in Bierley, a MACA in Harold park and Russell Park (Queensbury)

	Qasim Rehman 
· Gave apologies for Seetal Mistry

· Working on a MACA in Russell Park, Queensbury

· Has formed short-term action plan of obtaining background information from youth workers and young people from Queensbury, as well as Nola O’Neill – a senior manager of Bradford Youth Service.

· Has organised a visit to Russell Park in order to gather specific information

	Shannon Worsely 

· Priority she is working on: activities for young people in Bierley

· Has formed an action plan for opening the community centre in Bierley with activities for the local young people.

· Has gained support of Tamara McDonald - manager of TFD centre in Holmewood

	Thomas Honey 

· Concentrating on the MACA in Harold Park priority

· Writing to Mike Strover – a detached youth worker – to get contacts and background information about Harold Park
· Is making a visit to Harold Park to assess the park further

	Bradford North MYPs invited to report on their activity since the North Conference 2nd April 2007

	Samaiya Qureshi: 

· 3 final priorities for Bradford North MYPs to focus on: Cheaper transport across the whole Bradford District, help young people feel safer in Ravenscliffe, and to clean up the environment in Greenway.

· MYPs attended Bradford North Area Committee meeting on the 22nd March to introduce themselves to Councillors. Will be attending future meetings, including a conference report to the North Area Committee on 21st June

	Hina Rasheed:
· Reported apologies from Jordan Walker who also is dealing with the issue of personal safety in Ravenscliffe, focusing on lighting and CCTV in particular.

· Has put together an action plan including making a visit to the specific areas young people from Ravenscliffe said they felt needed making safer

· Is finding out what schemes are already in place for making Ravenscliffe safer

	Jonathan Cherkowski 
· Is taking the leading role in dealing with the priority of getting cheaper public transport across the whole Bradford district.
· Young people had provided specific ideas at the Bradford North Conference for dealing with the issue of getting cheaper public transport for young people, including: linking bus fares to Passport to Leisure scheme, arranging cheaper fares for young people in school holidays and on weekends
· Is looking into schemes already in place

	Tahirah Sherriff: 

· Working on priority of cleaning Greenway up

· Plan is to clean litter away, get more bins out and have benches for young people to use.

· Is going to make a visit to Greenway to get a more accurate view of the area and what needs doing there.

· Is in contact with influential people in the community who have offered their support, is arranging meetings with them for the first week in July.

	Bradford West MYPs invited to report on their activity since their Conference

	Tayyab Razak:

· Introduced Bradford West Conference priorities: Drugs in Allerton, Howarth Road Park, Youth Shelter in Clayton

	Jonathan Crouch:

· Working with Natalie Moorhouse on priority of Personal Safety in Ravenscliffe

· Is making a visit to the area in order to take details of the exact problems in the area

	Wasiq Khan

· Speaking on behalf of Sophia Hussain

· Dealing with improving Howarth Road Park

· Planning an evaluation visit and a consultation event in order to find out what kind of things need doing in the Park

	Ruckaiya Karim:

· Working on the Youth Shelter in Clayton with Mohammed Ayaz and Wasiq Khan

· Visited the area and spoken to young people from Clayton in Victoria Park

· There is a project of this kind already in motion; Ayaz, Wasiq and Ruckaiya are looking to link into this project to help with progress 

· Designing questionnaires to collect information from young people on the proposed project 

	Shipley MYPs invited to report on their activity since the Shipley Conference 11th April 2007

	Aasim Patankar:

· At the Shipley Youth Conference 11th April young people had the chance to come forward and discuss the issues that are affecting them in the Shipley areas
· Young people voted 3 priorities for us to deal with during 2 year term in office, these priorities were: to improve Foster Park, to improve Myrtle Park, and to bring together young disabled people and able bodied young people in the Shipley area

	Jordan Moussavi:

· Sent apologies from Rob Greenwood 

· Is dealing with the priority of Foster Park

· Made a visit to the park to take down details of what can be improved upon

· Intending on improving the number of benches and bins provided, and will channel information of un-parallel goal posts into correct channels

	Jack Hannam-Pearson:

· Young people decided at the Shipley Conference that it was important for disabled and able bodied young people to mix and work together in Shipley Constituency

· Is planning to do this by organising an event or a series of events which bring disabled and non disabled young people together

· Will be consulting young people through questionnaires on the kind of event to put together

	Aasim Patankar:

· Dealing with priority of improving Myrtle Park
· Young people said they wanted to see more bins to get rid of all the litter, for the park to be patrolled to prevent further litter and damage by people, and they want a football pitch with lights, so they felt safe but also had somewhere to go as they were continuously being moved on by the police
· Dog fouling issue: young people would also like this to be cleaned or more signs showing the fines penalty, and for the fines to be enforced

	Keighley MYPs invited to report on their activity since the Keighley Conference 5th April 2007

	Daisy Dooks:

· Introduced Keighley Conference priorities: Youth Provision, Racism & Environment of Town Centre

	Ibrar Arshad:
· Young people from the conference reported that Keighley centre generally is unclean and full of litter.

· Young people asked for the centre to be cleaned up, and for more bins to placed there to encourage people to use them 

· Has put together an action plan for the forthcoming months. This includes gaining the support of influential people and the community and putting forward a precise set of recommendations to the Keighley Area Committee 

	Jessica Crowley:

· Dealing with priority of tackling racism with Daisy Dooks
· Racism is a problem across the district, not just an opinion of young people  

· Families, communities, media and peers, amongst other factors, all influence the way in which young people think and form their opinions of other people
· Tackling such a major issue is not something easily achieved, so we will be calling for young people’s support in working towards tackling racism
· Action plan involves a number of ideas on how to tackle racism and break down cultural barriers.  These involve organising events involving sports, music and performing arts, events, as well as working with schools, organising trips and other ideas in development

	Bethany Dillon:

· Dealing with priority of improving the Tyre park in Bracken bank: once a nice park which has been destroyed, leaving litter burnt grass & burnt out cars
· Young people at the Conference said that they would like the park to be cleaned out and for it to be rebuilt, with more bins, benches and cameras to prevent graffiti and vandalism

· Formed an action plan for improving and revamping the park, will be making a special visit to find out exactly what needs doing 

	Chair thanked MYPs for their informative updates

	Chair invited Members of Respect 4 Young People - Young People’s Scrutiny Commission Wasim Ahmed and Amanda Garoes-Hill to report on their recent activities

	Amanda Garoes-Hill, R4YPSc member:
· R4YP became R4YPSC in January 2007 after previous success in tackling young people’s issues.

· Offers a completely new way of looking at the role of the council and other service providers to improve the services that they provide for young people.

	Wasim Ahmed, R4YPSc member:
· The members of the commission are young people and elected members of the Council. All members have the same voting rights
· Good opportunity for young peoples’ voices to be heard and to get involved in local democracy. 
· Wanting to get as many people involved as possible

· The chosen topic R4YP is scrutinising is Young People in the Media
· Full Commission meetings have given feedback to the elected members, who in turn offered support and advice
· We will be presenting our findings and recommendations in July 2007 to the Council’s Young People and Education Improvement Committee

	Chair invited Abigail Dunn to give report on Shipley Constituency’s attendance at Shipley Area Committee meeting

	Abigail Dunn:

· Recently 3 Shipley MYPs attended the Shipley Area Committee meeting

· Gave feedback to Area Committee on the priorities voted at the Shipley Conference

· Made contacts with members of the Committee and were given suggestions for MYPs action plans: hopefully with Area Committe support, will work together in making changes for Shipley young people 

	Chair invited Wasiq Khan to give a report of MYP attendance at the Loving Cup of England Ceremony

	Wasiq Khan:

· March 19th Wasiq Khan and Aasim Patankar attended Loving Cup of England, where took part in drinking from the Loving Cup of England on it’s tour around England

· Also in recent months has gathered completed consultation questionnaires about the Park At The Heart of Bradford project
· Collectively the MYPs gathered over 600 individual completed questionnaires for this important project

	Chair Tayyab Razak gave report on Champions for Children Board meeting

	Tayyab Razak:

· Champions for Children Board was a worthy meeting which he will be attending and reporting back on in future

	Chair invited Thomas Honey to give report on Trafalgar Police Station Opening 

	Thomas Honey:

· On May 24th, 2 MYPs attended opening of the new Trafalgar House Police Station as representatives of the Youth Parliament. 

· The event was attended by the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh

· Was a successful occasion, important to represent young people at such an event

	Chair invited Natalie Moorhouse to speak regarding the Foundation Housing Event 

	Natalie Moorhouse:

· On 3rd April MYPs Natalie Moorhouse, Sofia Hussain and Wasim Ahmed opened an event provided by Foundation Housing 

· Foundation Housing is a project which provides supported housing for ex-youth offenders and care leavers

· MYPs opened the event in support of bringing projects together to inform young people about the support and information they can access around housing

	Chair invited Jordan Moussavi to give a report on Shipley Youth Café 

	Jordan Moussavi:

· Shipley Youth Café was built so that the young people of Shipley could have a venue where they could hang out after school or seek professional advice from the part-time specialists operating in the café

· This informal location was suitable for Shipley MYPs to explain what the BKYP is all about, and how we could support the young people who were interested in or trying to deal with an issue which a young person believed was important

· Used our time at the café to gain valuable information by asking young people to fill out a questionnaire

	Chair thanked MYPs for their informative reports

	Chair introduced an open debate topic “Should we have single faith schools?” 

	Debating “This House believes there should be single faith schools” – 

· Hina Rasheed & Jessica Crowley 

Debating “This House believes there should not be single faith schools.” 

· Daisy Dooks & Samaiya Qureshi

	Hina Rasheed: opening statement

· In a multi faith society such as there is in England, everybody has the right to practise their religion

· Single faith education does not obstruct teaching of the National Curriculum

· 72% of single faith school pupils obtain 5+ GSCE’s – single faith schools encourage focused learning

· Parents who are of a faith may desire to have their children schooled in their family religion and should be able to do so

· Single faith schools uphold the values of citizenship

· Not accommodating people’ religious needs leads to lack of choice over the nature of children’s education

	Jessica Crowley:

· Seconded Hina Rasheed’s points and further argued that Religion and Faith are a credible part of education and have a place in schools

	Daisy Dooks: opening statement

· Interfaith cohesion and peace is encouraged in this country – faith schools only serve to segregate young people from different religions

· Argued Faith schools are discriminative: if a young person’s school of choice is a faith school and they are not of that faith, then they are discriminated against due to their faith alone.

· The majority of people in this country do not attend a religious service, so there is no reason for all schools to be single faith – if more people attended religious services then there may be more of an argument for single faith schools

· Single faith schools cause divisions in the community, building walls between young people of different faiths rather than breaking them down by physically separating young people, citing the religious division in Northern Ireland as an example

· Argued secular schools generate understanding of different faiths whereas single faith schools aim to dismiss other faiths and promote their own

· Single faith schools also often promote out of date positions on sex & sexuality etc.

· Argued education should be based on reason and questioning, rather than belief and blind acceptance

· Faith is something for someone’s personal life, and has no place in education

	Samaiya Qureshi: 

· Seconded Daisy Dooks’ arguments

· Added that as this country is a multi ethnic and religious country, the mixing and understanding of faiths should take place in schools

· Raised the point that there are already enough divisions in society such as financial, geographical, and political, why add one more by dividing education into single faiths

· Argued that much of the current mistrust and misunderstandings in society today in relation to Islam could be solved in the future by mixing young people’s faiths, as the stem of the problem lies in unfamiliarity

	The Chair opened the debate to the floor

	The Chair recognised Aasim Patankar from Shipley Constituency

	Aasim Patankar: 

· All young people should have the opportunity to know each other, irrespective of the religion of their parents

	The Chair recognised Jordan Moussavi from Shipley Constituency

	Jordan Moussavi:

· Young People should be allowed to choose their faith and their school, and should not be discriminated from attending schools because of their faith

	Daisy Dooks:

· Surely single faith schools allow intolerance – why not keep faith as a personal thing?

	The Chair recognised Ruckaiya Karim from Bradford North

	Ruckaiya Karim:

Faith schools teach tolerance and understanding of other religions, just with more focus on their single faith

	The Chair recognised Amanda Garoes-Hill

	Amanda Garoes-Hill:

· Attended a faith school herself, and was taught to respect other religions as part of being taught to respect all people from all cultures and ages

	The Chair recognised Jonathan Cherkowski from Bradford North

	Jonathan Cherkowski:

· From personal experience at school, some Jewish classmates had missed out on certain parts of the day and assemblies etc., which left his classmates feeling separated from the rest of the school. If they had gone to a single faith school they would have been spared the feeling of segregation

	The Chair recognised Piers Telemacque from Bradford South

	Piers Telemacque:

· Argued the community is already divided in so many ways and that extra divisions will only make the issue worse

If there were single faith schools, it would be just another way of parents removing young people’s ability to have a say in their own future and what religion they choose to be

	Jordan Moussavi:

· Young people should be able to make their own choice, and should not be discounted from certain schools because of religion

	Samaiya Qureshi:

· Single faith schools are naturally biased towards their own faith and as such will limit the amount of free choice and questioning over other religions

	Daisy Dooks:

· When a young person is born, he/she is without religious beliefs – religion is normally imposed on young people by their parents: education is all about making choices and asking questions, which religion discourages, favouring the religious point of view as the only opinion that matters.

	The Chair invited input from adults at the debate

	The Chair recognised Franco Biancardo, Keighley Constituency Parliament Worker

	Franco Biancardo:

Raised issue of cost and how to manage upheaval to a single faith system

	Hina Rasheed:

· The demand for a single faith school could mean that some schools would simply become a single faith school rather than having to build new ones, also private schooling is always an option.

	Daisy Dooks:

· Instead of tackling the cost/structural issue of how to change the education system to single faith, surely more people could just attend religious services and get their religious schooling in their place of worship.

	The Chair recognised Richard Dunbar, ex-MYP

	Richard Dunbar:

· Perhaps another way of tackling the single faith schools issue is to review the way in which Religious Education (R.E.) is taught in schools at the moment

· All young people should learn about different religions on an even basis so that there is no inequality or bias.

	Jessica Crowley:

· Attends a multi-faith state school, and reports that there is still segregation which causes tensions. Simply putting young people of different faiths together in a school does not make them mix

· At her multi-faith school awareness of all religions is still taught

	The Chair recognised Jolene Hadley – Bradford North Youth Worker

	· Asked how can teachers/schools make young people mix if they don’t want to?

	Samaiya Qureshi:

· There are arguments, tensions and segregations within all schools - irrespective of faith – curiosity and awareness of other people’s cultures and religions should prevail

	Jessica Crowley:

· The media does not help with young people’s views of different religions, e.g. it hypes up attitudes towards Islam and paints an overall negative picture, which affects what young people say and do.

	Jonathan Cherkowski:

· Unfortunately, in mixed faith schools there is often an unbalance in the number of people of different faiths, so inevitably there will be at least one faith which has fewer numbers of pupils than the others, which can lead to minority faiths feeling threatened.

	Piers Telemacque:

· Asked whether single faith schools generally teach R.E. in the same way that state schools do

	Hina Rasheed:

· Replied that generally, from her research, single faith schools educate their pupils on all religions, but include religious everyday observances such as praying during the school day and lessons have an obvious sway towards the faith of the school

	Piers Telemacque:

· Argued that teaching any kind of bias is bad – young people should be allowed to have an open mind

	Jessica Crowley:

· In many faith schools religion is taught not in a biased way, in a comparative way, i.e. similarities and differences from the school’s faith to other faiths

	Jolene Hadley:

· Stated R.E. is not a massively popular subject in schools – how can it be made more popular?

	Daisy Dooks:

· Young people these days are not naturally very religious

· Religion gets in the way of a lot of modern issues such as contraception and sexuality, therefore young people see religion as outdated and not relevant to them – there is no way R.E. can be made popular as religion itself is not popular

	The Chair recognised Abigail Dunn from Shipley Constituency

	Abigail Dunn:

· Choices over teaching of R.E. and the level of religious observance during the day is made for young people in single faith schools: young people should have the right to make their own choices

	Jonathan Cherkowski:

· A compulsory R.E. GCSE would help with understanding religions better without having to necessarily switch to having single faith schools

	The Chair recognised Wasim Ahmed of Keighley Constituency

	Wasim Ahmed:

· Some young people don’t mind R.E. – a lot of the time education is taught through issues e.g. abortion, and how different religions respond to these issues. Argued this is a good way to increase awareness of the views and practices of different religions

	The Chair recognised Natalie Moorhouse of Bradford West Constituency

	Natalie Moorhouse:

· Argued that irrespective of how much R.E. is taught in schools and the ways in which it is taught or approached, individual young people’s own levels of open minded-ness or ignorance will generally prevail, there is very little that can be done to sway extremely ignorant/prejudiced young people

	Samaiya Qureshi:

· Intolerance and ignorance is not tolerated in schools, and agrees that ignorance/unwillingness to learn of some young people should be tackled as a priority

· Questioning faiths and faith itself is important in being able to mix peacefully with other faiths

	The Chair summarised the debate, expressing the balance of views both for and against single faith schools was pleasing to see, and that a lot of thought had been given to some points which were well made.

	The Chair invited a vote by show of hands to all present at debate:

· FOR Single faith schools : 7

· AGAINST Single Faith schools : 17

The House decides AGAINST supporting the idea of having Single faith schools

	The Chair thanked all those present and closed the Public Meeting


